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Maintenance Responsibilities for 

Subdivision Drainage Systems



Why is Stormwater Management Important?



Modern Subdivisions
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Modern Subdivisions

ÅTypical Subdivision Process

ïLarge vacant land parcel (~20 ï200 acres)

ÅNo internal roads, utilities or impervious areas.

ïSubdivision process

ÅPlat: Create Road Right-of-Ways, residential lots, 

outlots, easements on the lots, etc.

ÅConstruction of public improvements (roads and 

utilities), subdivision improvements (trails, 

playgrounds, detention basins, etc.), and 

construction of homes.



Modern Subdivisions

ÅTypical Subdivision Process (Cont.)

ïPublic Improvement Maintenance

ÅRoads, Sidewalks, Sanitary Sewers, Watermains & 

Fire hydrants; Stormsewers and other stormwater 

infrastructure to drain the subdivision roads.

ïPrivate Improvement Maintenance

ÅOutlots, Detention Basins, Stormsewers and other 

stormwater infrastructure to drain private lots.

ïPrivate Lot Maintenance

ÅInfrastructure to serve each private lot.

ïEx: sump pump discharge, water & sewer services lines.



Watershed Development 

Ordinance (WDO)

ïConstruction Plans (grading, utilities, 

stormwater)

ïMaintenance Plan

ïDeed or plat restricted areas

ïAs-built drawings

ïOriginally adopted in 1992



What needs Maintenance?

Detention Basin/Buffers

Wet Detention Basins

Native Plant Buffers


